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Beginning with the academic year 2009-2010, the Faculty of Economics at the University of 
Siena is now offering three Master of Science degrees in Finance, Economics, Accounting 
and Management (within the MSc for Management and Governance). 

The English language Level  B2, CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference), is a 
prerequisite for the Master of Science degrees in Economics, Finance and the curriculum of 
Accounting and Management, which is part of the MSc in Management and Governance. 
However, for the academic year 2009-2010, certification at Level B2 is not obligatory as an 
entrance requirement, nevertheless, attaining certification at Level B2 is necessary before 
students will be permitted to take the exams required by the courses in the MSc 
programme.  For the MSc degrees taught in English, the attainment of English language 
certification at Level B2 is not awarded credits (CFU, Credito Formativo Universitario or 
ECTS, European Credit Transfer System). 

INTENSIVE COURSES FOR THE FIRST CERTIFICATE EXAM, MSc  Programmes  taught  
in  English  
 

In order to provide adequate and flexible student support in preparation for the FCE (First 
Certificate of English) exam and also to offer proactive support for the promotion, 
organization and development of the three MSc degree programmes, the University 
Language Centre (CLA) has developed the following project of intensive modules in 
preparation for the First Certificate of English exam, Level B2.  The CLA modular English 
courses for FCE are part of a larger project aimed at the international promotion and 
development of MSc  programmes taught in English at the University of Siena, and funding 
for the Faculty of Economics has been provided by the Foundation of Monte dei Paschi di 
Siena.  

Students who have attended other universities and who do not have international 
certification in English at Level B1 (PET, BEC, or the equivalent) must take the Oxford 
Placement Test (OPT)* before FCE courses begin.  To make an appointment for the test, 

please telephone the University Language Centre (0577-232702) or go to the CLA Front 
Office from 10 am to 1 pm, Monday through Friday (at the main entrance to the faculty, 
ground floor) from 17 September to 9 October 2009. (For students who cannot take the 
OPT during this period, please write to Dr. Roberta De Stefani at the CLA self-access lab for 
an appointment:   destefani@unisi.it 

Students who intend to enroll for the MSc programmes in Economics, Finance, 
Management & Governance (curriculum International Accounting and Management) and 
who do not have International certification at Level B2  are invited to contact Dr. Linda 
Mesh, University Language Centre, (CLA, main entrance to the faculty, ground floor) on one 
of the following days: 
 

Thursday, 1 October  2009, from 10-11:00* 
Monday, 5 October  2009, from 14-15:00* 

*The results of the OPT test should be presented to Dr. Mesh on either 1 or 5 October. 
Students will be enrolled in appropriate intensive FCE courses at this time, as well as given 
access to the online lessons.  Classes  for the FCE intensive modules will begin the week of 
12 October. 

Learning Paths to FCE 
The following is a description of the Intensive English Courses, Level B2, in preparation for 
the MSc degree courses taught in English, Faculty of Economics (See Fig. 1 below.) 
 

     Prerequisites:   
Á Students have attained international certification at CEFR level B1, BEC/PET, from 

the University of Siena 
Á Students from other universities who have not attained international certification 

at either Level B1 or B2 (or an equivalent which is accepted and approved by the 
Senato Accademico) must take the Oxford Placement Test, (see above for details). 

 

The first step 
Č An interview with Dr. Linda Mesh is necessary in order to determine the appropriate 

course for each student  (*during office hours, see above). 
 

Á Students will be given access to a Level B2 entrance test (completed online), 
which consists of key elements included in Level B2 in order to determine 
English language skill areas that require particular attention through specific 
intensive modules.   

Á At the time of the interview students will be enrolled in an appropriate FCE 
traditional or intensive course. 

Á Intensive modules and online courses will begin the week of 12 October. 
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Fig. 1 ς Three learning paths in two language levels:  Intermediate and FCE  

 
A.  Intensive course,  from Level B1-Intermediate to Level B2-FCE  
 

Á From October 2009 to May 2010 
Á Blended course: classroom and online lessons including self-access lab 

resources 
Á Modulo 1 ς Intermediate Level, 12-14 weeks (56 hours face-to-face) 
Á Modulo 2 ς FCE Level, 8-10 weeks  (40 hours face-to-face) 
Á 4 hours per week in 2 face-to-face lessons 
Á 14 online lessons, 4 hours of online study per week approx., with the 

assistance of a tutor  
Á 2 hours per week in the self-access lab for extra listening practice 
Á Access test for the FCE exam > registration for the March or June 2010 

sessions, depending on ability level 
 
 

B. Three intensive modules based on language skills 
 

Module 1 ς Listening and Speaking, classroom lessons 
Á 20 hours of conversation and listening comprehension exercises, in 

class with online and lab resources  
Á Specific preparation for the FCE Speaking Test 
Á Topics in Business English, meetings, presentations, case studies and 

role-play 
Á 7  lessons per module, one  3-hour lesson weekly 

 
Module 2 ς Reading and Writing, online lessons 

Á Use of English > language awareness 
Á Reading  comprehension  activities 
Á Vocabulary building:  Business English and FCE 
Á Types of texts, improvement of writing skills  
Á 10 online collaborative lessons with the assistance of a tutor 

 
Module 3 ς FCE  exam preparation, a required module for all intensive courses 

Á Reading, Writing and Listening test practice 
Á 12 hours, face-to-face lessons 

 
C.  Two online self-study courses,  for Intermediate and FCE Levels 

Á Intermediate, 8 online lessons, 40 hours of self-study (approximate) 
Á FCE, 6 online lessons, 30 hours of self-study 
Á Integrated resources including Business English vocabulary 
Á Access to the modules for speaking /listening, reading/writing in the CLA self-

access lab 
Á Available to part-time and working students who cannot attend classroom 

courses 
Á Available as a make-up course for students who do not pass the FCE exam. 

 

COURSE CALENDAR, 2009-2010 

 

 

 

 

   

OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE 

A ς BLENDED COURSE FOR  MARCH  / JUNE  FCE EXAM 
 

B  - INTENSIVE 
MODULES FOR 
DECEMBER  FCE EXAM 

B  - INTENSIVE MODULES 
FOR MARCH  FCE  EXAM 

B  - INTENSIVE 
MODULES FOR JUNE  
FCE  EXAM 

 

C ς  SELF-STUDY ONLINE COURSE,  from Level B1 to B2 for the March and June FCE 
exams 



 
 

Cambridge exams,  First Certificate of English** 

Date of 
written exam 

Deadline for exam registration at the 
Language Centre - CLA 

12 December 2009 by 15  October  2009* 

13 March 2010 by 20 January 2010* 

12  June 2010 by 28 March 2010* 

 

** receipt of payment must be presented with the signed exam registration form 
within the deadline indicated 

 
 

REGISTRATION  
 

Á Students can register for English courses that begin in October, including 
those who are pre-registered OR who have not yet registered for the MSc, 
considering that the deadline for enrollment for the MSc is 30 December 
2009.   

Á Students MUST attain FCE or other recognized Level B2 certification or 
successfully pass the CLA internal B2 exam (4 language abilities) within the 
first year of study, otherwise it will not be possible to register for the exams 
required for courses within the MSc degree programme. 

 

** Students MUST PAY the FCE exam fee, due to the fact that it is a prerequisite. 
 
 

   Siti utili: 
 To access to the online lessons ς CLA Siena Online:  http://moodle.lett.unisi.it 

Č GO  TO:  Faculty of Economics  >  First Certificate Blended 
 

Cambridge ESOL - FCE:  http://www.cambridgeesol.org/exams/general-english/fce.html                                          
                                               http://www.cambridgeesol.org/assets/pdf/fcecae_review5.pdf 
 

CEFR:  Common European Framework of Reference for Languages  
              http://www.cambridgeesol.org/exams/exams-info/cefr.html 
              http://www.coe.int/T/DG4/Linguistic/CADRE_EN.asp 

 

For technical assistance contact:  e-english@unisi.it 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE FCE  EXAM:  First Certificate of English, Council of Europe 
Framework of Reference, (CEFR)  Level B2,  updated with 2008 revisions 
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